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Start with Light, Grow with Insight
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Chapter Fatiha

The Greatest siirah. The Prophet #£ called it the greatest
sdrah in the Qur'an.

Pillar in Salah. “No prayer for the one who does not recite the
Opening of the Book.” Reciting it is required in every rak ah.

Makki (majority view). Most scholars class it as Makki



dolall By g clawl

The Names of Siirat al-Fatihah

The scholars of Islam have mentioned more than twenty names
for this blessed Surah — each name reflecting one of its divine
roles and meanings. Ibn al-Qayyim said:
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“Each name of al-Fatihah carries a distinct secret and a meaning
unique to it.”
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Al-Fatihah (The Opening)
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“In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Especially Merciful.
All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds.”

(Surat al-Fatihah 1:1-2)

It is called Al-Fatihah because Allah opens the Qur'an with it and
we open our prayers with it— it's the key to the Book and the key
to divine mercy.



Umm al-Kitab (The Mother of the Book)
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“It is the Mother of the Book, the Seven Oft-Repeated Verses, and
the Great Quran.”

It's called “Mother of the Book” because it contains the essence
of the Qur'an’s message — tawhid, servitude, mercy, guidance,

and the path to salvation.

As-Sab’ al-Mathant (The Seven Oft-Repeated Verses)

el Tl Pl o i Aol il

“And We have certainly given you the Seven Oft-Repeated (verses)
and the Grand Quran.”

(Strat al-Hijr 15:87)
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It is called As-Sab’ al-Mathant because it is recited repeatedly in
every prayer, and it contains praise and gratitude that alternate
between the servant and his Lord, the Ummah were chosen
honoured and selected to receive it.

Al-Qur'an al-‘Azim (The Great Qur'an)
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Though brief, it encompasses the meanings of the entire Qur'an —

the Oneness of Allah, prophethood, the Hereafter, worship, and
divine justice.

Ash-Shifa’ (The Cure)
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“How did you know it is a healing (ruqyah)?”

Sirat al-Fatihah heals the body, soul, and heart — through faith,
remembrance, and divine connection. It's used as for
spiritual and physical ailments.



Al-Wafiyah (The Complete One)

Reported by Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah:
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“It is called Al-Wafiyah because it is never read in halves.”

It must be recited in full in every rak'ah, because it is complete in
meaning and form.

Al-Kafiyah (The Sufficient One)

Ibn Taymiyyah said:
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“It is called Al-Kafiyah because it suffices in place of all other
supplications, while nothing else can replace it.”

It alone is enough for spiritual completeness and prayer validity —
no salah is accepted without it.



Al-Asas (The Foundation)

It is the foundation of the Qur'an and the root of faith —
containing the summary of Tawhid (Divine Oneness), ‘Ibadah
(Worship), and Hidayah (Guidance).
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Ibn al Qayyim:

The Surah introduces Allah, Exalted be He, through 5 names that
form the foundation of all the Beautiful Names and Perfect

Attributes: Allah, Ar-Rabb, Ar-Rahman Ar-Raheem, Al-Malik.

It also implies the affirmation of Prophethood from several
perspectives:

 His saying: “All forms of Praise belongs to Allah Lord
of the Worlds”

From the name “Allah” — which means “The One Who is
worshipped.” The servants cannot know how to worship Him
except through the way conveyed by His messengers.



From the name “Ar-Rahman” (The Most Merciful) — His mercy
prevents that He leave His servants neglected and uninstructed
about what leads to their perfection and happiness.

Regarding His saying “Master of the Day of Judgment” — It is the
day when Allah will judge His servants for their deeds, both good
and evil. He will make His judgment manifest to all creation with
perfect justice. Allah never punishes anyone without first
establishing the proof through His messengers. The verse also
clarifies the two ultimate outcomes: the reward for the righteous
and the punishment for the wicked. Humanity is divided into two
groups — no third — the doers of good destined for eternal bliss,
and the doers of evil destined for torment.

Regarding His saying “You alone we worship, and You alone we
seek help from” — Allah commands His servants to worship Him
alone, without partners, and to seek help from none but Him.
These two — worship and seeking aid — encompass every good.
The whole religion revolves around these two pillars.

Worship is for Him alone, and reliance is upon Him alone, and one
cannot worship Him properly except by His aid. This reflects the

essence of His saying: “So worship Him and rely upon Him” (Qur'an
11:123).

Hence, half of Al-Fatihah is for Allah — “You alone we worship” —
and half is for the servant — “and You alone we seek help” — as
mentioned in the hadith qudst:



‘I have divided the prayer between Myself and My servant into two
halves — half for Me, and half for My servant — and My servant
shall have what he asks for.”

Regarding His saying “Guide us to the straight path” — Guidance
here means explanation, direction, success, and inspiration. The
first is knowledge and clarity, the second is divine enablement.

The Levels of Guidance:
There are two distinct yet inseparable types of guidance:
1. Guidance of istruction and knowledge, and

2. Guidance of success and action.

From the phrase “Guide us to the straight path” — that is,
knowing what exactly is being asked for: the sirat al-mustagim.

A path is not truly a “sirat” unless it includes five qualities:
1. Straightness (no deviation),

2. Reaching the destination,

3. Closeness (being the shortest route),

4. Spaciousness for those who travel upon it, and

5. Exclusivity — being the one clear path leading to the goal.



Profound lesson from this verse, is that it's highlighting the
need for unity and congregation between Muslims

Then mentioning “those upon whom You have bestowed favor” —
refers to those blessed with faith, knowledge, righteous action,
and adherence to the path of truth.

Then, mentioning “those who incurred wrath” refers to those who
knew the truth but abandoned it, while “those who went astray”
refers to those who left the truth out of ignorance and
misguidance.

This categorization reveals that all people fall into one of three
types:

1. Those who know the truth and follow it — the blessed ones
pésle paall
2. Those who know it but oppose it — the objects of wrath sl
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3. Those who are ignorant of it — the astray L&l



Why did Allah say “those who incurred wrath” and not
“those You became angry with"?

There are several reasons:

1. He attributed the wrath to them but omitted the subject (the
one who is angry), indicating that they deserve the anger of
everyone who becomes angry for Allah’s sake — the angels, the
prophets, and the believers — whenever Allah’s sacred limits are
violated.

The Second Explanation:
Allah’s statement,
“Whatever blessing you have — it is from Allah” (An-Nahl 16:53),

shows that every blessing originates from Him alone.

Wrath, however, is not attributed to Him directly except in
contexts of justice, punishment, and retribution.

Therefore, the doer (subject) of the verb “angry” was omitted in
“those who incurred wrath” — emphasizing that the wrath befell
them as a consequence of their deeds and rebellion.

Example in Surah Shu'ara : 78-80 and Surah Jin : 10



Who are the Jews really?
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‘Urfujah ibn Malik reported:

The Prophet 2 set out on the day of Khaybar, and when he
reached the mountain pass facing the fortress of Khaybar, he
took my hand and said:

‘O assembly of Jews! Bring forth twelve men among you who will
bear witness that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is
the Messenger of Allah — and Allah will remove from you the
anger that has befallen you.”

But they refused to respond to him — not one of them answered.

He repeated the call three times, and still none of them replied.



Then he said:

“The curse will surely surround you, for you are a people who have
incurred wrath.”

Then the Prophet 2 turned to his Companions and said:
“By Allah, Allah will soon open this land for you!

And when Khaybar is conquered, know that | am the Seal of the
Prophets,

| am the Chosen Prophet (Al-Mustafa) —

whether | live or whether | am taken (in death).”

Ahmad (Hadith no. 23998)

Another Hadith mentions their hatred and jealousy towards
Muslim and Islam, "when is said after reciting it in

The prophet clearly mentions the virtue of saying Ameen
(together with the Imam), hence the jealousy.

He said:
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On the special occasion of its revelation;
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While the Angel Jibril was sitting with the Prophet, & he heard a
sound from above. He lifted his head and said:

“This is a gate in the heavens that has been opened today — it has
never been opened before this day.”

Then an angel descended through that gate.
Jibril said:

“This is an angel who has descended to the earth — he has never
descended before this day.”



The angel greeted and said:

“Rejoice with the two lights given to you that were never granted
to any Prophet before you:

Sirat al-Fatihah and the closing verses of Sirat al-Baqarah.
You will never recite a single letter of them

without being granted what you ask.”

— Sahih Muslim, Book of Travelers’ Prayer, hadith no. 806
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"And if anyone else is praised, the praise ultimately returns to Him
(Allah).”

Even when people praise others — for beauty, wisdom, generosity,
or virtue — the source of those qualities is Allah Himself.

So, in reality, all praise belongs to Him, because He is the One
who bestowed those admirable traits upon His creation.

The statement beautifully echoes the essence of:

“All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of all worlds.” (Al-Fatihah 1:2)



So if the best of chapters is recited in the best of worship, then
those who worship Him using the best of words in the best of
places are successful, especially if they do so, with Khushu'

Alhamdulillah



